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Caption: The image of St Paul used at the Archdiocesan Mass for school and college staff. 
You are God’s Work of Art

On Tuesday 14th October, over 550 staff of Catholic schools and colleges from throughout the Archdiocese joined Archbishop Peter, 18 members of the clergy and members of the Archdiocesan Schools’ Commission, for the annual Archdiocesan Mass for school and college staff. In recognition of the ‘Year of St Paul’ to commemorate the 2000th anniversary of his birth, the displays, prayers and theme of the Mass focused on St Paul’s message that we are all ‘God’s work of art’ (Ephesians 2:10). 

In his homily, the Archbishop reminded us that we are works of art in the hands of God and that the staff of our schools have a special vocation to proclaim this message to the children they teach. Every child should be regarded, he said, as a precious work of art and the task of the teacher is to help each child to become fully what God intended them to be. He thanked the staff of our schools for the crucial work they are doing in creating a Catholic ethos in our schools and for their success in providing an excellent education for our children.

During the celebration, 13 members of staff were presented with the Catholic Certificate of Religious Studies (formerly the Catholic Teacher’s Certificate), which is a course of study that explores key areas of our Faith and the role of our Catholic schools in sharing that Faith with our young people. 

Director of Religious Education, Mrs Anne Manghan, thanked all those who had a special part to play in helping to prepare the Mass, including Frances Bibey, Sr Avril and Peter Clark of the Cardiff Archdiocesan Music Resources Group, musicians from schools throughout the Archdiocese, the art department of Archbishop McGrath Catholic School and especially Canon John Griffiths and the parishioners of St Helen’s Church, Caerphilly, for their welcome and hospitality in hosting the celebration. As every year, the Archdiocesan Mass is a wonderful opportunity to give thanks to the staff of our schools and colleges for all they are doing in sharing the Good News of Jesus with our young people: you are God’s work of art. 
